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Abstract 

Human–dog conflict arises from interactions that may result in dog bites, fear, aggression, 

property damage, road accidents, noise, waste scattering, and disease transmission such as 

rabies. Major contributing factors include uncontrolled dog populations, food availability from 

open garbage, inadequate sterilization and vaccination, territorial and defensive behaviour, 

irresponsible pet ownership, and limited public awareness. Effective management requires a 

coordinated approach involving animal birth control and sterilization, rabies vaccination, 

responsible pet ownership, proper solid-waste management, public education, humane 

management of aggressive dogs, adoption and rehoming, and community-based measures. 

Cooperation among government authorities, veterinarians, animal-welfare organizations, and 

community members is essential for developing humane, science-based, preventive, 

sustainable, and coordinated solutions to reduce human–dog conflict. 
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1. Introduction 

Human–dog conflict refers to situations in which interactions between people and dogs result 

in problems such as dog bites, fear, aggression, property damage, road accidents, noise, garbage 

scattering, or transmission of diseases such as rabies. 

Human–dog conflict is particularly common where there are large populations of free-roaming 

dogs, poor waste management, uncontrolled breeding, and limited public awareness. 

The aim should be to protect people while also ensuring humane treatment and welfare of dogs. 
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2.  Major Causes of Human–Dog Conflict 

 Uncontrolled dog population due to breeding and abandonment. 

 Food availability from open garbage and waste dumps. 

 Lack of sterilization and vaccination. 

 Territorial behaviour around homes, markets, garbage sites, and other resources. 

 Fearful or defensive behavior caused by abuse, injury, or previous negative 

experiences. 

 Protection of puppies by mother dogs. 

 Provocation by humans, especially teasing, chasing, hitting, or disturbing dogs while 

eating. 

 Irresponsible pet ownership, including abandonment and allowing pets to roam. 

 Lack of public knowledge about dog behavior and safe interaction. 

 Poor coordination between local authorities, veterinary services, and animal-welfare 

organizations. 

3. Measures to Reduce Human–Dog Conflict 

A. Animal Birth Control and Sterilization 

 Sterilization prevents unwanted reproduction. 

 It helps control the long-term growth of free-roaming dog populations. 

 Sterilization programs should be systematic, humane, and properly monitored. 

 Newly sterilized animals require appropriate post-operative care. 

 Sterilization should be combined with vaccination and identification where possible. 

B. Rabies Control and Vaccination 

 Rabies is a major public-health concern associated with dog bites. 

 Regular vaccination of dogs helps reduce transmission. 

 Community vaccination campaigns should aim for high coverage. 

 Sick or suspected rabid animals should be handled by trained professionals. 

 People exposed to potentially rabid animals should seek immediate medical attention. 

C. Responsible Pet Ownership 

 Provide adequate food, water, shelter, and veterinary care. 

 Vaccinate and sterilize pets where appropriate. 

 Prevent unwanted breeding. 

 Keep dogs under proper control in public places. 

 Use appropriate identification. 
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 Never abandon unwanted animals. 

 Seek help from shelters, veterinarians, or animal-welfare organizations when they can 

no longer care for an animal. 

4. Proper Solid-Waste Management 

 Using covered garbage containers. 

 Avoiding open dumping of food waste. 

 Ensuring regular collection of municipal waste. 

 Keeping markets and slaughter/food-waste areas clean. 

 Preventing animals from accessing large waste dumps. 

 Educating communities about proper disposal of food waste. 

Better waste management reduces food availability and can reduce congregation of dogs in 

particular locations. 

5. Public Education and Awareness 

Education is one of the most important methods of preventing conflict. 

People should learn: 

 Not to tease, hit, chase, or throw objects at dogs. 

 Not to disturb dogs while they are eating or sleeping. 

 Not to approach unfamiliar dogs suddenly. 

 Not to disturb a mother dog with puppies. 

 How to behave calmly when approached by a dog. 

 How to report aggressive, injured, or sick animals. 

 The importance of seeking medical care after a dog bite. 

Children should be taught: 

 Ask permission before touching a pet. 

 Avoid hugging or climbing on unfamiliar dogs. 

 Do not pull a dog's tail or ears. 

 Do not disturb dogs while they are eating. 

 Never approach unknown puppies without an adult. 

 Tell an adult immediately if bitten or scratched. 

6. Humane Management of Aggressive Dogs 

Not every free-roaming dog is dangerous. However, dogs displaying repeated or severe 

aggression require appropriate assessment. 

 Report serious incidents to the appropriate authorities. 
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 Have trained personnel assess the dog's health and behavior. 

 Injured or diseased animals should receive veterinary attention. 

 Dogs presenting a significant public-safety risk should be managed by trained 

professionals. 

 Management should be humane and evidence-based, avoiding unnecessary suffering. 

7. Adoption and Rehoming 

 Encourage adoption of suitable stray dogs. 

 Promote responsible rehoming rather than abandonment. 

 Provide basic veterinary care before adoption where possible. 

 Educate adopters about the lifelong responsibilities of keeping a dog. 

 Avoid transferring animals to homes that cannot meet their welfare needs. 

8. Environmental and Community Measures 

Local communities can identify places where human–dog conflict occurs frequently. 

Possible measures include: 

 Improving sanitation around food markets. 

 Managing garbage collection points. 

 Providing appropriate signage and public information. 

 Identifying high-risk locations such as schools and playgrounds. 

 Establishing channels for reporting dog bites and aggressive animals. 

 Coordinating community sterilization and vaccination activities. 

9. Dog-Friendly Urban Planning 

 Secure waste-disposal areas. 

 Clean public spaces. 

 Safe walking routes. 

 Appropriate management of food waste. 

 Measures to reduce animals entering high-risk traffic areas. 

 Special attention around schools, hospitals, and children's playgrounds. 

10. Bite Prevention and Post-Bite Action 

If approached by an unfamiliar dog - 

 Stay calm. 

 Avoid running or screaming. 

 Avoid direct confrontation. 

 Do not attempt to touch or chase the dog. 
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 Move away slowly when possible. 

 Seek adult assistance if necessary. 

After a bite or scratch 

 Wash the wound thoroughly with soap and running water as soon as possible. 

 Seek prompt medical evaluation, particularly because rabies is potentially fatal but 

preventable with appropriate post-exposure care. 

 Report the incident to the relevant local authority. 

 Do not attempt to capture a potentially rabid animal yourself. 

11. Role of Different Stakeholders 

Government and local authorities 

 Implement animal birth-control and vaccination programs. 

 Improve waste management. 

 Monitor dog-bite incidents. 

 Provide public education. 

 Coordinate veterinary and public-health services. 

Veterinarians 

 Provide vaccination and sterilization. 

 Treat injured and sick animals. 

 Assess animal health and behavior. 

 Advise owners and communities. 

Animal-welfare organizations 

 Support rescue, rehabilitation, sterilization, vaccination, and adoption. 

 Conduct awareness programs. 

 Assist authorities with humane animal-management programs. 

Community members 

 Avoid provoking animals. 

 Maintain clean surroundings. 

 Report dangerous or sick animals. 

 Support responsible pet ownership. 

 Participate constructively in local animal-management programs. 

12. Important Principles 

Effective human–dog conflict management should be: 

 Humane – avoid unnecessary suffering. 

 Science-based – use methods supported by veterinary and public-health evidence. 
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 Preventive – address causes rather than only responding after incidents. 

 Community-based – involve local residents. 

 Sustainable – maintain programs over the long term. 

 Coordinated – integrate animal welfare, veterinary care, sanitation, and public health. 

Measures to reduce human–dog conflict include: 

 Animal birth control and sterilization. 

 Mass vaccination against rabies. 

 Responsible pet ownership. 

 Prevention of abandonment. 

 Proper solid-waste management. 

 Public awareness and education. 

 Teaching children safe behavior around dogs. 

 Humane management of aggressive or sick dogs. 

 Rescue, rehabilitation, and adoption. 

 Prompt reporting and treatment of dog-bite cases. 

 Cooperation between government, veterinarians, animal-welfare organizations, and 

communities. 

Conclusion 

Human–dog conflict cannot be solved by a single measure. A combination of 

sterilization, vaccination, responsible ownership, proper waste management, public education, 

and humane animal management provides a more effective and sustainable approach. 
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