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Introduction

2025 is the International Year of Cooperatives (I'YC2025) to be celebrated under the theme
"Cooperatives Build a Better World." With this, the Union Budget 2025-26 is a record budget boost
for Animal Husbandry & Dairying. The highest ever of ¥4840.40 crores has been allocated for the FY
2025-26. There is a 7% increase in allocation over last year's 4521.24 crores. This will drive initiatives
in livestock health, indigenous breed conservation, and rural empowerment, fueling sustainable
growth. The share of Gender Budget allocation in the total Union Budget has increased to 8.86% in
the FY 2025-26 from 6.80% in the FY 2024-25. Twelve new Ministries/Departments have reported
allocations in the GBS 2025-26 including the Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying.
Big Boost for Farmers and Livestock Keepers

In the Union Budget 2025-26, an increase in the KCC loan limit from %3 lakh to X5 lakh has
been announced. As of March 2024, 7.75 crore KCC accounts had a total outstanding loan of 39.81
lakh crore (Economic Survey 2024). In the Union Budget 2025, the Government of India increased the
Kisan Credit Card (KCC) lending limit from 3 lakh to Z5 lakh to enhance credit accessibility. This
move will enhance access to credit by empowering farmers with the financial support they need to
manage livestock care, improve productivity, and contribute to rural development. This move aims at
streamlining the flow of financial resources ensuring that necessary funds are easily accessible for
fulfilling the working capital requirements of the sector. Enhanced credit availability will support the
adoption of modern farming techniques and strengthen rural development and economic stability,
reinforcing the government's commitment to making institutional credit more inclusive and accessible.
Under the campaign, 42,45,193 fresh KCCs have been issued for Animal Husbandry and Dairying to

empower rural livelihoods and drive growth.
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Credit Boost for MSMEs and Women Entrepreneurs

Increasing the loan limit from X5 crore to X10 crore is a major credit boost for MSMESs. This
move aims to fuel the growth of small businesses and empower women entrepreneurs with more access
to capital. It is a step towards strengthening India's entrepreneurial ecosystem and empowering
livestock farmers. The Union Budget 2025-26 is driving innovation with bold initiatives. A funding of
%10,000 crores will boost startup expansion. Term loans up to X2 crores for 5 lakh women, SC, and ST
entrepreneurs will foster inclusive support and growth.
Conclusion

A higher limit of investment and turnover for MSMESs has been up by 2.5 and 2 times. %5 lakh
credit cards for micro-enterprises have been announced to empower businesses and growth. This also

empowers startups and first-time entrepreneurs.
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