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Popular Article  

Rodenticide poisoning in pets 
 

Introduction 

 

Rodenticides are a type of insecticide used to kill rodents (rodent species such 

as rats, mices, squirrels and beavers). They are required to control the over population 

of rodents and to prevent losses caused by them. Rodenticide poisoning is a common 

problem in pets. Rodenticide poisoning can occur if pets, such as dogs and cats, 

accidentally ingest a poison meant for rodents. Animals have easy access to 

rodenticides as these chemicals are often used in places where pets have easy 

approach. 

 

Following are the commonly used rodenticides to kill rodents: - 

1. Zinc and aluminum phosphide 

These kill by releasing phosphide gases inside the animal, causing liver damage. 

Symptoms: 

1.  Abdominal pain and enlargement of the stomach. 

2.  Vomiting 

3.   Shock and death of the animal. 

4.   Anticoagulant rodenticide: 
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2. Warfarin 

Warfarin prevents blood clotting, which leads to internal bleeding. This is the most common 

method of killing rats. Vitamin K is required for activation of clotting factors. These clotting factors help 

prevent clotting and active bleeding. Therefore, when warfarin inactivates vitamin K1, the body cannot 

form clots and bleeding occurs uncontrollably Symptoms usually appear about 2-5 days after eating. 

1. The first clinical symptoms are often associated with the respiratory system, such as coughing 

(sometimes accompanied by coughing up blood), difficulty breathing, rapid breathing. 

2. Weakness; Yellowing of the gums. 

3. Vomiting and diarrhea 

4. Loss of appetite 

5. Internal bleeding  

6. Bleeding from nose and gums 

7. Sudden death 

3. Bromethalin 

It kills by causing swelling of the brain (cerebral edema). The toxic dose for this particular 

poison is very low, especially for cats. 

Symptoms of bromethalin affecting the nervous system 

1. Tremors and cramps in the body 

2. Paralysis 

3. The body's balance is disturbed. 

4. Sudden death 

4. Cholecalciferol (Vitamin D3) 

It works by increasing the level of calcium and phosphorus in the blood, 

Symptoms: 

1. Being lethargic and sad 

2. Vomiting, loss of appetite 

3. Feeling excessively thirsty, drinking water continuously and urinating frequently. 

4. Having kidney damage 

         Symptoms of rodenticide poisoning vary according to the type and amount ingested. In some cases, 

symptoms may not appear until a few days after the pet has ingested the poison. 
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Treatment: - 

1. All animals that have ingested any amount of rodenticide should be taken to a veterinarian 

immediately. Pets that swallow rodenticide require immediate treatment. 

2.   If rodenticide poisoning is recognized soon after ingestion (within an hour or two), the poison   

can usually be flushed out by vomiting. 

3. Obtaining used rodenticide packets before going to the veterinarian is an important part of the 

testing and treatment process. 

  4.   Antidote is not available for any rodenticide other than rodenticide. Vitamin K, warfarin is the 

antidote for rodenticide. 

  5.  In other rodenticide poisonings, treatment is symptomatic. 
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