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Introduction 

In the bucolic world of backyard poultry farming, there's a lot that meets the eye - fluffy 

chicks, bustling hens, and the satisfaction of collecting fresh eggs. But beyond the idyllic facade, 

a hidden menace lurks, ready to wreak havoc on our feathered friends: poultry mites. These 

minuscule creatures, often overlooked, can turn a coop into a battleground if left unchecked. In 

this article, delve into the fascinating yet troubling world of poultry mites, types, behaviors, and 

most importantly, how to protect our precious birds. 

Meet the Culprits: Poultry Mites and Lice 

Mites 

These minuscule arthropods are distant relatives of spiders and ticks. Poultry mites are 

notorious for their sneakiness and nocturnal habits. They come in various types, but the two most 

common ones are the Northern Fowl Mite and the Red Mite. They feed on chickens' blood, causing 

stress, discomfort, and a decline in egg production. Poultry mites encompass a variety of species 

that can infest chickens and other poultry birds.  Commonest types of poultry mites are: 

Northern Fowl Mite (Ornithonyssus sylviarum) 

This is one of the most prevalent and troublesome mites affecting poultry. They feed on 

the blood of birds and can quickly multiply, causing various health issues. 

Red Mites (Dermanyssus gallinae) 

 Also known as chicken mites or roost mites, these pests hide in the coop during the day 

and emerge at night to feed on sleeping birds. They can lead to anemia and reduced egg production. 

Unmasking The Coop Invaders: The Secret Life of Poultry 

Lice and Mites 
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Scaly Leg Mites (Knemidocoptes mutans) 

These mites burrow under the scales on a bird's legs and feet, causing the scales to become 

raised and scabby. Infected birds may have difficulty walking and are more prone to injury. 

Depluming Mites (Knemidocoptes laevis) 

These mites burrow into feather follicles, causing feathers to become loose and fall out. 

This results in a condition known as "feather-picking" or "vent feather loss." 

Tropical Fowl Mite (Ornithonyssus bursa) 

 While less common in temperate regions, tropical fowl mites can infest poultry in warmer 

climates. They cause irritation and discomfort to birds. 

(Pictures Source: Internet) 

Lice 

Unlike mites, poultry lice are wingless insects. They are particularly fond of residing in 

the feathers and skin of birds. Common types of poultry lice include the Shaft Louse and the Wing 

Louse. Their presence can lead to feather damage, skin irritation, and even stunted growth in birds. 

Poultry lice, also known as chicken lice or avian lice, come in several species that can infest 

chickens and other poultry birds. Here are some common types of poultry lice: 

Shaft Louse (Menopon gallinae 

Shaft lice are one of the most common types of poultry lice. They live in the shafts of 

feathers, feeding on the skin and feather debris. These lice can cause feather damage, skin 

irritation, and discomfort to birds. 

Wing Louse (Lipeurus caponis) 

Wing lice, as the name suggests, are often found on the wings of poultry. They also feed 

on feather debris and can lead to feather loss and skin irritation. 

Body Louse (Menacanthus stramineus) 

 Body lice infest the body feathers of poultry and feed on the skin and blood of birds. They 

can cause intense itching, feather damage, and stress in infested birds. 

Fluff Louse (Goniodes gigas) 
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Fluff lice are commonly found on the fluffier parts of a bird's feathers, like the down feathers. 

They feed on feather debris and can lead to feather damage and discomfort. 

Brown Chicken Louse (Goniocotes gallinae) 

 Brown chicken lice infest various parts of a chicken's body, including the feathers, skin, 

and vents. They can cause skin irritation, feather damage, and reduced egg production. 

 

The Silent Invasion: Recognizing Mite and Lice Infestations 

Detecting these tiny tormentors early is crucial for effective control. Here are some tell-

tale signs that our poultry might be hosting uninvited guests: 

For Mites: 

a) Restless and agitated birds, especially at night 

b) Feather loss, often around the vent area 

c) Pale combs and wattles 

d) Reduced egg production 

e) Anaemia in severe cases 

f) Lethargy and weakness 

For Lice: 

a) Birds pecking or scratching themselves excessively 

b) Feather damage and a dull, unkempt appearance 

c) Visible white or yellowish lice eggs (nits) attached to feathers 

d) Skin irritation, redness, or scabs 

The Battle Plan: Prevention and Treatment 

Preventing and managing mite and lice infestations requires a proactive approach. Here 
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are some strategies to consider: 

Treating poultry mites and lice infestations is essential to keep our birds healthy and 

comfortable. Here are steps and treatment options for dealing with both poultry mites and lice: 

1. Isolate and Inspect: 

If suspect for the presence of mites or lice in flock, isolate the affected birds from the 

healthy ones. This prevents the infestation from spreading further. 

2. Clean and Disinfect: 

Thoroughly clean the coop, nesting boxes, and any equipment. Remove old bedding and 

replace it with fresh, clean material.   

3. Dust or Spray: 

One of the most common treatments for both mites and lice is to apply poultry dust or 

poultry-specific insecticide sprays. Ensure you follow the product's instructions carefully. Apply 

the treatment to the affected birds and the coop as directed. 

4. Treat Birds Individually: 

Dust or spray each bird individually, paying particular attention to areas where the mites 

or lice are commonly found, such as under the wings, around the vent, and along the neck and 

back. 

5. Repeat Treatment: 

In most cases, it is needed to repeat the treatment after a specified period to target any 

mites or lice that may have hatched since the initial treatment. Follow the product's 

recommendations for reapplication. 

6. Clean and Disinfect Again: 

After treating the birds and coop, clean and disinfect everything once more to remove any 

dead mites or lice and prevent reinfestation. 

7. Quarantine and Monitor: 

Keep treated birds in isolation for a few weeks and closely monitor them for signs of 

reinfestation. This step helps ensure that the infestation has been completely eradicated before 

reintroducing the birds to the flock. 

8. Preventative Measures: 

To prevent future infestations, maintain good coop hygiene, regularly clean and disinfect, 

and use preventative measures such as diatomaceous earth or poultry dust in bedding areas. 

Consider introducing beneficial insects like predatory mites to control future infestations naturally. 
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9. Consult a veterinarian: 

In severe or persistent infestations, or if you're unsure about the treatment process, consult 

a veterinarian experienced in poultry care. They can recommend appropriate treatments and 

provide guidance. 

10. Natural Remedies: 

Some poultry keepers prefer natural remedies like neem oil or herbal solutions for treating 

mites and lice. While these can be effective, it's essential to research their use thoroughly and 

consult with experts if necessary. 

Always prevention is key to keep poultry free from mites and lice. We should regularly 

inspect flocks for signs of infestations and should take proactive steps to maintain a clean and 

healthy environment for our birds. 

Conclusion 

Mites and lice may be small in size, but they can have a significant impact on the health 

and well-being of our poultry. Vigilance, regular maintenance, and preventive measures are the 

best allies in keeping these pests at bay. By taking a proactive stance against these uninvited guests, 

we can ensure our poultry flock remains happy, healthy, and pest-free. 

These tiny pests can cause significant discomfort and health issues for poultry flock, 

making it crucial to address infestations swiftly. By following a systematic approach that includes 

isolation, thorough cleaning, targeted treatments, and ongoing prevention, we can ensure the well-

being of our feathered companions. Regular coop maintenance, proper hygiene, and consulting 

with a veterinarian when needed are all part of the arsenal in the battle against these troublesome 

parasites. With a proactive stance and a commitment to poultry health, we can keep our coop pest-

free and our birds thriving. 
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