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Abstract 

An important problem facing the global cattle business is enterotoxaemia in calves. The 

economic burden of this disease and its potential to inflict large losses in animals make it a 

matter for concern.  

Introduction  

Enterotoxaemia, primarily affecting calves aged one week to six months, is a condition 

caused by the bacteria Clostridium perfringens. It is distinguished by its abrupt start and swift 

progression. 

Mode of transmission 

The primary method of causing enterotoxaemia in calves is by consuming spores of the 

naturally occurring bacteria Clostridium perfringens, which is present in both the environment 

and the gastrointestinal tracts of animals. There are various methods in which the disease might 

spread. 

1. Spore ingestion: In the surroundings where calves are grown, soil, manure, water, and 

other things can contain Clostridium perfringens spores. These spores have the ability 

to infiltrate the gastrointestinal tracts of calves who consume them. 

2. Dietary Changes: Clostridium perfringens can multiply in the gastrointestinal tract of 

calves as a result of abrupt dietary changes, such as weaning or the introduction of solid 

foods. Enterotoxaemia can result from the generation of toxins as a result of this 
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multiplication. 

3. Stress and less imunity: Calves' immune systems can be weakened by stressful events, 

such as travel, crowding, or a change in environment, making them more vulnerable to 

illness. Enterotoxaemia may manifest itself earlier in life as a result of stress. Colostrum 

from their mothers provides passive immunity, which is vital for newborn calves. Their 

protection to Clostridium perfringens may be insufficient if they do not obtain enough 

high-quality colostrum or if the mother does not receive enough vaccinations. 

Symptoms 

Enterotoxaemia can present with a variety of clinical symptoms, but the most common 

ones include fever, watery diarrhea, restlessness, and in severe cases, abrupt death. Affected 

calves often lie sternly and exhibit weakness. Occasionally, they may exhibit muscle rigidity 

and a backward bowing of the head and neck.  

Diagnosis 

• Proper management and treatment of enterotoxaemia in calves depend on an accurate 

diagnosis. The veterinarian's observations of clinical symptoms and the patient's 

medical history form the basis of the initial diagnosis. Necropsy and laboratory testing, 

however, provide conclusive proof. 

• Toxins generated by Clostridium perfringens are detected in the intestinal contents of 

the calf that is ill through laboratory testing. PCR tests to identify the genetic material 

from the bacterium and bacterial culture methods can be used to accomplish this. 

Important tests to establish the diagnosis include the detection of toxins and the 

presence of bacteria in the bowel. 

• To confirm enterotoxaemia, post-mortem necropsy is a crucial tool in addition to 

laboratory testing. Internal organs, particularly the gut, are checked for disease-specific 

abnormalities like bleeding and inflammation during a necropsy. 

Treatment  

       For calves exhibiting milder clinical signs, the usual course of treatment consists 

primarily of antibiotics (particularly penicillin) and the use of Clostridium perfringens 

antitoxin products. There are currently a number of injectable antitoxin preparations available 

that contain specific antibodies directed against toxins produced by Clostridium perfringens; 

while these antitoxin products are developed specifically for use against toxins produced by 

Types C and D (beta and epsilon toxins), there may also be some effect against alpha toxin 

(Type A). Additionally, supportive care involving oral or IV fluids and anti-inflammatory 
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medications may be necessary. Treatment plans must be developed in close consultation with 

the herd veterinarian. 

Prevention 

       A key component of the management of enterotoxaemia in livestock is prevention, 

which is necessary to lower morbidity and mortality rates. Given the mode of transmission of 

this illness, numerous and diverse preventive methods exist: 

1. Immunization: Getting vaccinated against Clostridium perfringens toxoids is a crucial 

step in preventing the illness. It is important to adhere to a vaccine schedule, and mothers 

can receive vaccinations throughout pregnancy to give their unborn children passive 

immunity through colostrum. Calves that receive their vaccinations early on have stronger 

immunity. 

2. Nutritional management: to minimize digestive stress, which can lead to 

enterotoxaemia, it's critical to provide a balanced and sufficient diet while avoiding abrupt 

dietary changes. High-quality milk is essential for calves, and weaning must be done 

gradually. 

3. Hygiene and sanitation: It's critical to keep breeding facilities clean and sterilized. As a 

result, there is a decrease in the bacterial load and infection risk. 

4. Movement, control and quarantine: In order to prevent the entry of diseased animals, a 

quarantine period must be put in place when obtaining fresh calves. Controlling 

movements and avoiding contact with possible infection sources are also crucial. 

5. Continuous surveillance: It is necessary to identify early illness symptoms in calves and 

provide treatment on schedule. Employees should be taught to identify signs and take 

prompt action. 

6. Handling stress: Being under stress can make an individual more susceptible to 

enterotoxaemia. Calves should therefore be kept in a peaceful atmosphere and kept out of 

stressful conditions like overcrowding and excessive transit in order to reduce their stress 

levels. 

Conclusion  

    The challenges posed by clostridial diseases to producers of dairy industry   have been 

and will remain substantial. The newborn calf's surroundings, immunity, and feeding habits 

are just a few of the factors that need to be considered when treating the illness. Today, we 

may control and reduce the impact of these disorders in our operations by keeping these factors 

in mind and working closely with a veterinarian. 
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