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Southeast Asia boasts a diverse array of plant species, many of which hold incredible medicinal 

properties. Among these botanical treasures, Mallotus philippinensis, also known as Kamala or 

Monkey Face Tree, has stood the test of time, revered for its healing properties throughout the region. 

Let us delve into the captivating features of Mallotus philippinensis and uncover the reasons behind 

its recognition as a medicinal marvel. 
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Taxonomy and Range 

Mallotus philippinensis belongs to the Euphorbiaceae family, comprising over 6,500 

flowering plant species. This evergreen tree thrives in various Southeast Asian countries, such as the 

Philippines, India, Malaysia, Thailand, Myanmar, and parts of Indonesia. Its adaptability allows it to 

flourish in diverse habitats, including rainforests, moist forests, open scrublands, and grassy slopes. 

Ayurvedic Tradition 

Within the realms of Ayurveda, India's ancient system of medicine, Mallotus philippinensis 

is highly revered for its therapeutic properties. Classified as a "Bhedana" herb, it plays a crucial role 

in breaking down and eliminating accumulated toxins from the body. Characterized by a bitter, 

pungent taste, the plant exhibits a heating energy, or "Virya," which contributes to its medicinal 

effects. 

Distinctive Characteristics 

A distinctive feature that sets Mallotus philippinensis apart is its fascinating fruits, which 

strikingly resemble monkey faces, earning it the moniker "Monkey Face Tree." These small, round 

fruits are covered in dense, bright red hairs, adding to their allure. 

The tree itself can reach towering heights of up to 20 meters. Its large, glossy green leaves are simple, 

alternate, and elliptical in shape. Within these leaves lie several bioactive compounds responsible for 

the plant's medicinal potential. 

Traditional Medicinal Uses 

For generations, traditional healers and herbal practitioners have utilized Mallotus 

philippinensis to treat various ailments. Different parts of the plant, such as the leaves, fruits, seeds, 

and roots, are skillfully crafted into medicinal preparations. Some of the most prevalent traditional 

uses of Mallotus philippinensis include: 

1. Antibacterial and antifungal properties: Extracts from the plant exhibit potent antibacterial 

and antifungal activities, making them effective against a range of infections. 

2. Anti-inflammatory effects: The plant's extracts demonstrate anti-inflammatory properties, 

providing relief from inflammatory conditions and related symptoms. 

3. Gastrointestinal disorders: Mallotus philippinensis has been employed in treating diarrhea 

and other gastrointestinal issues due to its astringent properties. 

4. Wound healing: Leaves are fashioned into pastes or poultices and applied to wounds and 

injuries to expedite healing and prevent infections. 

5. Anthelmintic: The plant's seeds possess anthelmintic properties, making them effective in 

expelling intestinal worms. 
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6. Skin disorders: Preparations derived from Mallotus philippinensis are used to address skin 

disorders like eczema and psoriasis. 

Scientific Studies and Active Compounds 

Modern scientific research has begun to validate the traditional uses of Mallotus 

philippinensis. Numerous studies have focused on identifying its bioactive compounds, which 

include flavonoids, tannins, alkaloids, steroids, and triterpenes. These compounds contribute to the 

plant's antimicrobial, anti-inflammatory, and antioxidant activities. 

Cultural and Ritual Significance 

Beyond its medicinal uses, Mallotus philippinensis carries cultural and ritual importance in 

India. The bright red fruits of the Monkey Face Tree are utilized in some regions as a natural dye for 

clothing and as a coloring agent during traditional ceremonies and festivities. Additionally, the plant 

is associated with religious practices, and its leaves and fruits may be offered as part of specific 

rituals. 

Conservation and Sustainability 

As with many valuable medicinal plants, concerns about overharvesting and habitat 

destruction have arisen due to the increasing demand for Mallotus philippinensis. To ensure the 

sustainability of this botanical treasure, it is vital to promote responsible harvesting practices, support 

cultivation initiatives, and safeguard its natural habitats. 

Conclusion 

Mallotus philippinensis, the Monkey Face Tree, stands as a precious botanical treasure in 

Southeast Asia, particularly in India, where it holds a revered place within the realm of traditional 

medicine, notably Ayurveda. Its versatile applications, from treating gastrointestinal disorders to 

aiding wound healing and managing skin conditions, have made it an indispensable resource for 

generations of healers and herbal practitioners. As we continue to unlock its medicinal potential and 

honor its cultural significance, preserving this botanical marvel becomes an imperative endeavor, 

ensuring its enduring contribution to human health and the preservation of time-honored traditions 

for generations to come.  
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