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Pigs were among the first animals to be domesticated about 9,000 years ago in China and Turkey. The 

domestic pig originates from the Eurasian wild boar (Sus scrofa). They were subsequently brought into 

Europe by agriculturalists. Soon after the arrival of the first domestic pigs in northern Europe, farmers 

are thought to have started to incorporate local wild boars into their swine herds. This husbandry 

strategy ultimately resulted in the domestication of European wild boars. 

In general, the origin of the pigs is divided into four groups: 

First   : Descended from European wild boar 

Second    : From the Asian wild boar 

Third mixed : Combining the characteristics of European and Asian wild boars 

Fourth     : Obtained by artificial crossing of different species 

Supremacy of pigs over other domestic animals 

❖ High prolificacy 

❖  Faster growth rate  

❖  Omnivorous feeding habits  

❖  Economic feed conversion efficiency  

❖  Early sexual maturity 

❖  Shorter generation interval  

❖  High dressing percentage   

❖  Pork is most nutritious  

❖  Pig manure - fertilizer    

❖  Pig farming provides quick returns 

Population Dynamics 

All India Livestock Census (In Millions)  

2007  2012  2019  % Change  

11.13  10.29  9.06  -12.03  

Swine Breeds of India 
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Category  Population  

(In million) 2012  

Population  

(In million) 2019  

% Change  

Exotic / Crossbred  2.46 1.90 -22.76 

Indigenous / non-descript  7.84 7.16 -8.66 

Major states with respect to Pig production 

Assam  1.64 2.10 +28.30 

Jharkhand  0.96 1.28 +32.69 

Meghalaya   0.54 0.71 +29.99 

West Bengal   0.65 0.54 -16.63 

Chhattisgarh   0.44 0.53 +20.01 

Tamil Nadu 1,83,983 66,762 -63.71 

Registered Pig Breeds of India 

Sl. No.  Breed  Home tract  Accession No.  

1. Ghoongroo West Bengal 
INDIA_PIG_2100_ GHOONGROO 

_09001 

2. Niang Megha Meghalaya 
INDIA_PIG_1300_ NIANG MEGHA 

_09002 

3. Agonda Goan Goa 
INDIA_PIG_3500_ AGONDA GOAN 

_09003 

4. Tenyi Vo Nagaland INDIA_PIG_1400_ TENYIVO _09004 

5. Nicobari Andaman & Nicobar INDIA_PIG_3300_ NICOBARI _09005 

6. Doom Assam INDIA_PIG_0200_ DOOM_09006 

7. Zovawk Mizoram INDIA_PIG_2700_ ZOVAWK_09007 

8. Ghurrah Uttar Pradesh INDIA_PIG_2000_ GHURRAH_09008 

9. Mali Tripura INDIA_PIG_1900_ MALI_09009 

10. Purnea Bihar and Jharkhand INDIA_PIG_0325_ PURNEA_09010 

11. Banda Jharkhand INDIA_PIG_2500_ BANDA_09011 

12. 
Manipuri 

Black 
Manipur 

INDIA_PIG_1200_ 

MANIPURIBLACK_09011 

13. Wak Chambil Meghalaya 
INDIA_PIG_1300_ WAK CHAMBIL 

_09011 

14. Andamani Andaman & Nicobar INDIA_PIG_3300_ ANDAMANI _09014 

Source: http://www.nbagr.res.in/reghorse.html  

 

 

 

http://www.thescienceworld.net/
mailto:thescienceworldmagazine@gmail.com


 

 

6371                                                              

   

Vinothraj et al Feb, 2025 Vol.5(2), 6369-6377 

Published 28/02/2025 
Official Website 

www.thescienceworld.net  

thescienceworldmagazine@gmail.com  

1. GHOONGROO:          

  

• Home Tract: Duars’ valley in eastern sub-himalayan region to the Darjeeling district of West 

Bengal and also known as “Nepali” pigs  

 Colour : black colour with typical bull dog face appearance 

 White and black with white patches.   

 Features: Produces high quality pork utilizing agricultural by-products and kitchen wastes 

                   Average litter size at birth is 11.92 ± 0.06 and litter size up to eighteen is also 

common 

 

 
 

2. NIANG MEGHA:           

• Home Tract: Khasi, Garo and Jayantia hilly terrains of Meghalaya state. Also known as 

Meghalaya Local or Khasi Local and the breed name was associated with the name of tribe 

population 

              Colour : Black, star shaped white patches at forehead 

Features: Snout: medium in size and tapering partially with white colour at nostril 

                  Typical wild look with erect bristles on dorsal midline and small erect ears 

 

 
3. AGONDA GOAN  

Home Tract: Tiswadi, Bardez and Pernem taluks of the North Goa and Salcete, Canacona and 

Quepem talukas of South Goa Districts.               

• Colour : Mostly black coloured and few animals have white patches on legs and face 
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• Features: Small to medium sized animals, short ears, short snout, pot belly and are wild in 

nature with rough bristles black and gray in colour. Backyard, scavenging type and well 

adapted to hot and humid climate of local coastal environment 

 

 

4. TENYI VO  

Home Tract:   Districts of Kohima, Peren, Mao, Tuensang and Angami in Nagaland, along the 

border with Myanmar. 

Body Colour: Predominantly black in colour with white markings on the forehead, ventral 

body, flanks and legs  

Features: Have strong and long tapering snout, small erect ears and bright alert eyes. 

The tail is long and usually ends with a white switch reaching the hock joint .Unique for its 

early sexual maturity, excellent mothering quality and pendulous belly almost reaching the 

ground in females. 

 
 

5. NICOBARI  

Home Tract: Nicobar Islands and reared by Nicobari tribes since time immemorial. 

• Body Colour: Mostly black and brown in colour; but many of them are creamy-white, reddish-

brown and black-brown mixed colours  

• Features: Sturdy with long body and neck is short with very large jowl. Medium to short snout 

and short erect ears Marked bristle crest on the back from mid head / shoulder to base of the 

tail. Management system: Extensive. Nicobari pigs are well adapted to rain forest, mountain 

forest and plantation area conditions. 
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6. DOOM  

Home Tract: Dhuburi, Kokarajhar and Bongaigaon districts of Assam 

Body Colour: Black, short concave snout with short erect ears and flat belly type 

Features: They are mainly reared for meat and bristle under migratory scavenging system with 

minimum input from the farmers. Bristle is having unique characteristics in terms of length and 

diameter as compared to other breeds of pigs and they could be used in commercial production 

of combs, brushes, brooms etc. 

 
 

7. ZOVAWK 

Home Tract: Aizawl, Lunglei, Lawngtlai, Champhai, Saiha, and Kolasib districts of Mizoram.             

Body Colour: Black with white spot on the forehead (star), white patches on belly (sometimes)  

                       and white boot.  

             Features: Erect ears, concave snout, pot belly, concave top line and long bristles on mid-line.     

             They communicate with one another by emitting a specific grunting sound indicates food,   

              warning to danger, calling the young ones, etc.  
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8. GHURRAH 

Home Tract:  Bareilly division and adjoining parts of the Lucknow division in Uttar Pradesh. 

Body Colour: Black with white spot on the forehead (star), white patches on belly (sometimes)  

                       and white boot.  

             Features: Erect ears, concave snout, pot belly, concave top line and long bristles on mid-line.     

 They communicate with one another by emitting a specific grunting sound indicates food,   

                warning to danger, calling the young ones, etc 

 

 
9. MALI 

Home Tract:  Dhalai and North districts of Tripura. 

Body Colour: black with star-shaped white patches on their foreheads 

Features: The animals were black in colour with a compact body, thick coarse long hair, short 

legs and a long tail. The face was narrow with an upwardly curved snout .The ears were erect. 

Males were aggressive in nature and sows showed strong mothering abilities. Nesting 

behaviour was common in sows under village conditions before farrowing and after farrowing 

they became very ferocious. Stampede death of piglets during nursing was negligible as sows 

lay down very carefully. Male-male agonistic interactions were more and so, they were not 

kept in same pen. 
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10. PURNEA 

Home Tract:  Purnea and Katihar districts of Bihar and the adjoining areas of the Sahibganj 

district in Jharkhand. 

Body Colour: Black 

Features: Compact body and pot belly. However, in few animals, white spots at the lower 

limbs are also seen. Animals are characterized with round face; short conical and erect ears;and 

small, thick and slightly concave snout. Skin is thick with neck folds in mature animals 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. BANDA  

Home Tract:  Ranchi, Chatra, Hazaribagh, Koderma, Giridih, Ramgarh, Bokaro, Dhanbad, 

Gumla, Lohardagga, Simdega, Pakur, Bokaro, Dhanbad districts of Jharkhand. 

Body Colour: Black 

Features: This small-size, black-colour, small-snout, disease-resistant and hardy breed is very 

active and well adaptable under agro climatic conditions of Jharkhand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. MANIPURI BLACK 

Home Tract:  Manipuri state . 

Body Colour: Predominantly black, but some have grayish-black coats and white patches on 

the extremities  

Features:  

Head: Short, slightly concave, dish-shaped head with short ears and a short, slightly upward-

curved snout .Long body with short legs and a prominent neck .Short, sparse hair, and some 

pigs have dark gray hair  
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13. WAK CHAMBIL 

Home Tract:  Garo Hills division, including North, East, South, West, and South West Garo 

Hills of Meghalaya. 

Body Colour: Pigs are small, predominantly black and white in colour, and possess  

Features:  

Well-built, compact body structures with short limbs Pork is known for its unique flavour and 

taste and cherished during religious and ceremonial occasions by local people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

13. ANDAMANI  

Home Tract: Andaman group of islands.  

Body Colour: Black and brownish colour 

Features:  

Short to medium snouts and short, upright ears and have a slight downward arch or a 

curvature in their back. They have long, thick hair on their necks and backs and shorter, thinner 

hair on their sides and flanks. 
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