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Strategies adopted during disaster for livestock management

Devender Choudhary ?Deepika Goklaney ® Raghvendra Prasad Mishra

! Teaching Associate, Animal Biomedical Waste Disposal Technology Center, RAJUVAS, Bikaner.
2 Assistant Professor, Department of Veterinary Medicine, CVAS Bikaner.

3 Assistant Professor, Department of Veterinary Public Health & Epidemiology, MB Veterinary
College, Dungarpur.

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8169659

Introduction

Livestock management during disasters involves implementing various strategies to ensure the well-
being and safety of animals in the face of natural or man-made calamities. Disasters such as draught, floods,
earthquakes, or disease outbreaks can significantly impact livestock and the livelihoods of farmers and
communities that rely on them. Effective strategies are essential to minimize animal suffering, prevent losses,
and support the resilience of the livestock sector. During disasters, various strategies are adopted to manage
livestock effectively and mitigate the impact on their well-being.
Here are some commonly employed strategies:

1. Evacuation and Sheltering: Livestock owners may be advised to evacuate their animals from high-
risk areas to safer locations, such as designated shelters or farms outside the affected zone. This
strategy helps protect animals from immediate threats and provides them with adequate shelter and
care.

2. Emergency Feeding and Watering: Disasters can disrupt the availability of food and water for
livestock. Emergency feeding and watering programs are implemented to ensure animals receive
adequate nutrition and hydration during the crisis. This may involve stockpiling feed supplies,
providing supplemental feed, or arranging for water trucks to supply clean water.

3. ldentification and Tracking: Livestock owners are encouraged to properly identify their animals, such
as through ear tags, branding, or microchips. This facilitates tracking and reunification in case of
separation during evacuations or rescue operations. Identification also helps prevent the mixing of

animals from different herds.
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4. Disease Prevention and Vaccination: Disasters can increase the risk of disease outbreaks among
livestock. Vaccination programs and preventive measures are implemented to protect animals from
common diseases prevalent in the affected area. Quarantine measures may be established to limit the
spread of contagious diseases.
5. Emergency Medical Care: Veterinary teams are deployed to disaster-affected areas to provide
emergency medical care to injured or sick livestock. This includes treating wounds, administering
medications, and conducting necessary surgeries. Mobile veterinary clinics or field hospitals may be
set up to ensure prompt veterinary assistance.
6. Transportation and Handling: Livestock may require transportation to safer locations or veterinary
facilities. Appropriate transportation methods and equipment, such as trailers or trucks, are used to
minimize stress and injuries to the animals during transportation. Trained handlers ensure proper
handling techniques to minimize distress.
7. Record Keeping and Documentation: Livestock owners and relevant authorities maintain detailed
records of animals, including breed, identification, medical history, and ownership information. This
documentation helps in tracking and managing livestock, reunification efforts, and applying for
compensation or insurance claims.
8. Public Awareness and Education: Public awareness campaigns are conducted to educate livestock
owners about disaster preparedness, evacuation plans, and emergency management procedures.
Training programs may be organized to enhance the knowledge and skills of livestock owners and
handlers in handling emergencies.
9. Collaborative Efforts: Disaster response agencies, veterinary organizations, and local communities
collaborate to establish effective coordination and communication networks. This ensures a
coordinated approach to livestock management during disasters and facilitates the sharing of
resources, expertise, and information.
10. Post-Disaster Recovery: After the immediate crisis has passed, efforts are made to restore normalcy
and support the recovery of livestock farming communities. This includes providing assistance for
rebuilding infrastructure, restocking animals, and offering financial aid or insurance to affected
livestock owners.
Conclusion

These strategies aim to safeguard the welfare of livestock during disasters, minimize losses, and
promote resilience in the agricultural sector. It's important to note that specific approaches may vary
depending on the type of disaster, geographical location, available resources, and local regulations.
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