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Feline indolent ulcers, also known as rodent ulcers or eosinophilic ulcers, are common dermatological 

conditions affecting cats. Only a few authors have reported the condition in dogs (Kim et al. 2010). It 

is a condition included among Eosinophilic Granuloma Complex which also includes two other forms, 

the eosinophilic plaque and eosinophilic granuloma. Manning et al. (1987) has reported the 

coexistence of all the three forms in one animal. The presentation of lesions are either unilateral or 

bilaterally symmetrical or asymmetrical and usually occur on the upper lip close to the philtrum. They 

also appear on other parts of the body. The ulcers are painless, non-pruritic and usually associated 

with submandibular lymphadenopathy. They are depressed, reddish, circumscribed lesions with raised 

borders. In some cases, ulcers are preceded by swollen lips.  

Several underlying factors are identified that lead to eosinophilic ulcers including flea bite 

hypersensitivity, food allergy, atopy and insect bite hypersensitivity (Leistra et al., 2005). Power and 

Ihrke (1995) have also proposed a genetic cause for the condition. The lesion must be differentiated 

from other conditions such as squamous cell carcinoma, herpes virus infection, lymphoma and mast 

cell tumours (Miller et al. 2013). Oncogenic transformation and progression of indolent ulcer into 

fibrosarcoma and squamous cell carcinoma has also been reported (Manning et al. 1987). Cytological 

examination reveals predominance of eosinophils with or without the presence of neutrophils. 

Epidermal hyperplasia with eosinophilic infiltration of dermis on histopathological evaluation is 

highly confirmatory of the condition (Miller et al. 2013). Diagnostic workup is also aimed at 

addressing the primary cause of the condition. Hence tests such as dietary trial, intra-dermal allergy 

testing, identification of fleas, flea dirt are also performed. Therapeutic protocol includes anti-

inflammatory drugs, corticosteroids and antibiotics along with controlling the underlying cause of the 

condition. 
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