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Haryana is one of the most
economically developed regions
in South Asia and one of the
wealthiest states in India. But the
people of Haryana are simple,
humble and down to earth.

Their clothing is practical and
straightforward. Men wear dhoti
kurtas and women wear kurta
lehenga. Communities wear their
attires in a different manner.
While men are usually found
wearing  white, women of
different castes wear vivid,
colourful attires.
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Traditional Attire of Men:
1. Dhoti

3.
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The trousers of Haryanvi men
are called a dhoti. Dhoti is a
big piece of cotton fabric
wrapped around the legs and
waist of men. It is pulled in
from the middle waistline.
The loose corners are tucked
in from the back for a perfect
fit.

Kurta

Over their upper body, the
men wear a shirt or Kurta.
White is a colour of peace,
and it is very famous and
formal for kurtas or shirts.
Traditionally, the kurta is
made of silk or cotton. It can
be worn with embroidered
designs or simply plain white.
It can be loose or tight in the
torso, placed just above or
below the knees.

BOO.NI

Shirt

';‘léhy ’,‘5

ORNAMENTS

Jaiswal et al
MOORKI/ KARANPHOOL/ BAALI f
"
;N

’ 1
' 3
1 ¥
%

‘d
MATAR MALA

G

KADI

JHALRA [~

%

1
NYWSITVL @

The shirt is similar to a kurta but shorter. It has cuffed sleeves with buttons and is standard
upper wear for most men in India but a traditional dress of Haryana.

Pagri

A pagri is traditionally a long plain cloth that is unstitched. The length of pagri depends on the
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type you choose to wear. The fabric represents the person’s culture and area. A pagri
symbolises reverence and honour in all places where it is necessary to wear one.

Shoes

Jutti is very common footwear in North India and the surrounding areas. These are mostly made
of leather and designed with threads. Juttis are also known as khussa. They have a pointed
extended tip called ‘noak’ in Hindi. It is curved upwards like moustaches.

Traditional Attire of Women:

1.

Shirt

Women of Haryana mostly wear kurtas and shirts instead of the typical known blouses. Shirts
are always long-sleeved and come up to the waist.

Ghagra (Daaman)

A ghagra is known as daaman in Haryana. It is a very long, heavy embroidered, round skirt
that women wear in Haryana. It is tied around the hips or waist. Daamans come in various
styles and patterns and a variety of beautifully bright and pleasing colours.

Odhni

Chunni is called ‘odhni’ in Haryana. It is a big piece of fabric which women wear over their
clothes. The odhnis are brightly coloured with decorated borders and various designs. Women
of Haryana cover their heads with odhni. Some women keep the end tucked into their front
waistline.

Petticoat

The petticoats are a type of ghagras or lehenga in Haryana. These have fine fittings, and they
are mostly made of cotton or satin and are tighter than the ghagra as they have more circular
flowing borders.

Angia

Angia is a tight-fitting blouse specially designed to cover a woman’s upper body. The blouses
are long enough to cover the mid-section of the body. It is worn under the saree and lehengas.
The blouses are primarily designed with embroidery and come in various rich colours.

Ornaments:

Galsari
Ganthi
Hasla

Jhalra

Matar Mala
Silver Jhalra
Taagdi
Boonjni
Jhaanjhar
Kadi
Talisman
Moorki / Karanphool / Baali

Men used to wear gold rings, gold earrings known as moorki/karanphool/baali. On the neck they
used to wear ganthi, maala and sometimes a black thread with gold tabeez (talisman).
Women were fond of various ornaments. Women used to wear chhaaj, borla and sahr on the head,
hasla, neckpieces, waistband, bangles, earrings and anklets.
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